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My son (15) often has the house to himself for an hour or so when he 

gets home from school. He’s not supposed to use that time to play Xbox or watch movies. And, 

of course, he insists he doesn’t. But I know him. And I find that hard to believe. So when the 

folks at Lorex asked me if I’d like to take their Lorex Live Connect ($149) video baby monitor 

for a spin, I said yes – even though the ―baby‖ I wanted to monitor is now old enough to drive. 

I waited until both kids were out of the house and set it up. It was easy enough. I charged it, 

plugged it into our router, and installed some software on my laptop. I aimed the camera directly 

at the TV screen. I didn’t want to spy on all of his after-school activities. I only wanted to know 

if he was spending this time gaming. As long as he didn’t sit down in front of the TV, he was 

well outside the view of my stalking. 

The nifty thing about this particular monitor is that it not only broadcasts to a handheld viewer 

(that works in the house) but also to Skype (for remote monitoring). I was much more interested 

in checking up on the kids – and the dog —  while I’m not home than in monitoring a baby in 

another room. So it was the Skype aspect that intrigued me. From my office, I followed the 

simple directions to set up the monitor as a contact in my Skype account. Then, when I was sure 

my son was home from school, I opened Skype and started a video chat with the Lorex Live 

Connect. And there was my TV room in living color – and sound. 

I fully expected to find him playing an inappropriate video game – even though he’d told me via 

phone that he was doing his homework. But the TV was off. The viewing in the TV room was 

delightfully boring, in fact: the dog was asleep on the couch and alone in the room. 

I still don’t believe he was doing his homework (or his grades would be much better) but it was 

nice to know he was telling the truth about the TV. Later that day, I didn’t eye him suspiciously 

when he assured me he had not the spent the afternoon in front of the TV, which was a nice 

change for us. The dog, though, was fooling no one by jumping off the couch and pretending to 

be asleep on the floor when I opened the door. 
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My kids quickly spotted — and disabled — the Lorex Live Connect, which was in plain view 

and has a red light that’s easy to spot. If I want to continue this game of spy-vs-spy, I guess I will 

have to get smarter about it. 

Christina Tynan-Wood writes the Family Tech column for Family Circle, and is the author of 

How to Be a Geek Goddess. You can find her at GeekGirlfriends.com, as well as here on 

Momster.com. 

FamilyCircle.com – Christina Tynan-Wood has requested a demo of the Lorex LIVE 

Connect. She covered on Monday, March 12th: 

http://familycircle.com/momster/blog/lorex-live-connect-for-spying-on-the-dog.  
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